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NJDOT takes a giant step to service customers 


NJDOT’s commitment to get out of the 
regulatory rut to service customers quickly and 
efficiently just leaped light-years forward when 
Commissioner John J. Haley Jr. signed the 
landmark Omnibus Traffic Order on October 272. 

Designed to cut up to 30 percent of NJDOT’s 
New Jersey Administrative Code regulations, the 

: ; Omnibus Traffic Order 
was developed as a 
regulatory reform 
initiative by the Bureau 
of Legislative Analysis 
in cooperation with 
NJDOT’s Traffic 
Engineering and Safety 
Program people. The 
new legislation allows 
the Department to 
immediately respond to 
local governments when 
they need changes made 
to traffic operations 
along state highways. 
For the first time, it 
allows the 
Commissioner to 
establish regulations for 
the control of traffic and 
parking on public 
highways of 
transportation systems 


Director Patricia Snyder, Administrative Analyst 3 Renee 
Rapciewicz and Project Manager Thomas Thatcher review 
the landmark NJDOT traffic regulation order that 
simplifies traffic and parking systems on state roads. 


under his jurisdiction by order. 


“Tt should not take five months or more to 


required a change to traffic regulations. Part of the 
process to change traffic laws and procedures 
requires publication in the New Jersey Register. 
The paperwork can take five months or more. 

Commissioner Haley and Assistant 
Commissioner for Planning, Research & Local 
Government Services Pippa Woods knew that 
NJDOT was not meeting Governor Christie 
Whitman’s “open for business” mandate. 
Therefore, when Director Patricia Snyder, Project 
Manager Thomas Thatcher and Administrative 
Analyst 3 Renee Rapciewicz of the Office of 
Legislative Analysis proposed, developed and 
implemented the key elements of the new process, 
they received the green light. 

The trio had full support to “sell” their 
concept to local officials, the League of 
Municipalities, Metropolitan Planning 
Organizations and of course, the State Legislature. 
Senator Andrew Ciesla (10th District) and 
Assemblyman Alex DeCroce (26th District) 
sponsored a Senate and an Assembly bill to reduce 
the time and paperwork needed to change 
individual traffic regulations on NJDOT operated 
highways. This meant months of meetings, 
presentations, drafts and re-drafts, defining and 
redefining a process that would work. 

It also meant working with Director Jim Paral 
of Traffic Operations and Manager Bill Anderson 
and Supervisor Jim Conley of the Bureau of 
Traffic Engineering and Safety Programs to ensure 
that the proposed process could really work. After 
all, Anderson helped to convince Legislators that 


change a traffic sign on the state highway system,” 
said Commissioner Haley. “This bill would short- 
en the regulatory process more than three months.” 


this new process would work and would allow 
closer involvement and more direct communica- 
tions with the counties and municipalities. 


The old process set by law was laborious: if a 
community wanted to take down or put up a sign 
or if new speed limits were established along a 
state roadway, the installation of any sign — No 
Left Turn, No Passing Zone, Stop, Yield — 


How has it all played out? The “show me” 
attitude happened when NJDOT put the new 
process to work on the I-287 and I-80 HOV lane 
elimination, cutting the process by 120 days. 
That’s service! 


Boy Scouts pull a clean sweep on Route 31 


We all know that some ideas are better than others. 
Twenty-six troops of the Boy Scouts of America George 
Washington Council had a superb idea when they designated 
their “Doing A Good Turn” day October 31 into “Adopt-A- 
Highway Day.” 

Out in force at 10 a.m., the 400 scouts donned NJDOT- 
provided vests and work gloves, then set out with trash bags to 
pick up the trash on Route 31 from the War Memorial in Trenton 
to Buttzville in Warren County. Each troop was assigned about a 
mile stretch of highway. The scouts were required to construct 
two signs with the Council name, the troop number, the town and 
the phrase “Doing A Good Turn” painted on a white 
background. 

As they walked along the highway, the scouts knew they 
were in familiar territory. They did the one-time cleanup on 
Route 31 because it runs the gamut of their council, 
headquartered in Pennington. 

With NJDOT variable message signs displayed on the road 
for their safety, the scouts picked up 300 bags of trash. Adopt-A- 
Highway Manager Clint Griggs and Supervisor Steve Garibaldi 
of Landscape Maintenance routed extra supplies out to the scouts 
and ensured continued safety along the highway. On Monday 


NJDOT crews picked up the 
bright orange trash bags the 
scouts stacked neatly along the 
highway. 

“We actually had planned to 
do this in May, but got rained 
out,” said Dirk Zondag of the 
Council. “This shows fellowship 
and good efforts by these scouts. 
They took a well-deserved break 
later when they celebrated the 
cleanup at a Council-wide is 
barbecue at Round Valley Youth 
Center.” 

The Adopt-A-Highway 
Program currently has 4,000 
volunteers spread among 675 
groups statewide. For more 
information on the program, call 
Clint Griggs in the Division of 
Operations Support at 
1-800-2Adopt1. 


Boy Scout Ross Sortore fills an 
Adopt-A-Highway trash bag on the 
Pennington stretch of Route 31. 
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Central Region’s John Walz has an appetite for life 


There’s one thing that the new 
Executive Director of Central Region 
tries to do and that’s to help others in 
their jobs. The 34-year NJDOT veteran 
started in 1964 as an aide in Soils Design 
and also worked in Geodetic Design. He 
moved quickly through the ranks to 
Assistant, Sr. Engineer, Principal 
Engineer, Resident and Project Engineer. 

Walz’ first Bureau Manager 
assignment was 14 years ago in the 
Bureau of Contract Engineering, now 
Construction Engineering. Before his 
Freehold assignment, this Ewing resident 
was the manager of the Bureau of Project 
Support Engineering for Operations. 

“Tt’s always been my goal to assist 
others in any way I can,” said Walz, “and 
improve things as much as possible.” 

Walz carries that philosophy to his 
personal life too. For seven years he has 
cooked breakfast for monthly church 
meetings. He and his family presently 
worship at New Life Christian Church in 
Newtown, PA. 

“T love cooking. And I really enjoy 
cooking for others. I’ve tried golf, but I 
prefer cooking,” remarked Walz. 

When asked about his favorite 
dishes, Walz referred to his heritage. “I’m 
German and Italian so when I make 
sauerbraten with spaetzle, I balance it 
another day with lasagna with homemade 
noodles or thin crust pizza. However, my 
favorite is French crepes that I tried after 
reading Julia Child’s books.” 


Equipment team scores high 


Celebrating their win at a banquet at the West Trenton Elks are the proud champions of the 1997- 
1998 NJDOT Mixed Bowling League. The Equipment team’s members include: (top row) Truck 


Walz 


French households make use of 
those thin little pancakes for breakfast, 
lunch or dinner rolled up with fruit, 
creamed fish, meat or vegetables, or 
stacked high one upon the other with a 
great mound of filling in between each 
one of them. 

Lucky readers — Walz has agreed to 
share his turkey crepes recipe just in time 
to use Thanksgiving leftovers. 

eAssemble: 1 cup each of cold water 
and cold milk, 4 large eggs, 2 cups sifted 
flour, 1/2 tsp. salt and 4 tablespoons 


Driver Ed Rapleyer, Assistant Crew Supervisor and team captain Leo Eagleton and Heavy 
Equipment Operator Bill Hovemeyer, all of Construction; (bottom row) Secretarial Assistant Pat 
Konstant of Major Access Permits, Technical Assistant Shannon Namey of MIS Bridge and 
Word Processing Specialist II Sue Kadera of Maintenance. Missing from the photo is Spec. 


Engineer Joe Mycock. 


butter; 

¢Whirl: all ingredients in a blender ai 
high speed for one minute; 

*Refrigerate: mixture for two hours; 

eAssemble: a 1/4 cup measure, a 
ladle and a large spoon; 

*Heat: an oiled no-stick or cast-iron 
skillet 6 inches in diameter over moderate 
heat; 

*Pour quickly: 1/4 cup batter into the 
bottom of the pan in a thin film and 
cook for one minute; 

eTurn: the crepe when you can shake 
and jerk it loose from the bottom of the 
pan and cook for one minute on the other 
side, then remove the crepe to a warm 
plate; 

¢Use: the remaining batter to make 
12 crepes and stack them; 

*Fill: each crepe with turkey mixture: 
mix 2 cups chopped turkey with some 
sautéed onions and mushrooms, 5 ounces 
(1/2 package) frozen spinach, drained, 6 
tablespoons sour cream, 2 tablespoons 
sherry and some salt to taste. 

*Roll: filling into crepes and cover 
with cheese sauce made with 6 
tablespoons each of flour and butter (a 
roux) heated together. Then add 1/2 cup 
milk, 2 cups chicken stock, 1/2 cup 
sherry, 3/4 cup grated Parmesan cheese, 
1/2 cup grated Swiss or Gruyere cheese 
and a pinch of salt. 

*Bake: the filled crepes covered with 
sauce for 15 minutes in a 350 degree 
oven. 
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Comings and goings 


Former NJDOT Deputy 
Commissioner Stanley J. Rosenblum 
began his new challenge this month as 
NJ TRANSIT’s Deputy Executive 
Director. “The growth of public trans- 
portation is critical to our transportation 
vision,’ Governor Christie Whitman said 
when she announced the decision of NJ 
TRANSIT’s Board of Directors. “Tt is 
imperative that we have in place a transit 
management team that will advance a 
21st Century transportation strategy that 
meets the needs of transit users,” she 
said. “Stan has an extensive background 
in public transit and will be an important 
part of that team.” 

As Rosenblum accepted the 
position, NJ TRANSIT’s Executive 
Director Shirley A. DeLibero 
announced that she’s accepted a position 
in Texas and will leave on December 31. 
Responsible for the day-to-day responsi- 
bilities of the NJDOT, Rosenblum was 
appointed Deputy Commissioner in July 
1997 after working 16 years for NJ 
TRANSIT and NJDOT. 


Retirees 

Keeping the temperature balanced 
has been Charlie Carter’s goal 
throughout his working life. Carter started 
his career on October 14, 1964 in the 
Department of 
Treasury as an 
Operating Engineer 
(HVAC) before 
moving to NJDOT as 
Engineer in Charge 
of Maintenance 2. 

Working on the | 
levels of heat and air 
conditioning for the 
entire headquarters 
complex is no easy 
task, but with his pict 
staff to help him, he kept the hot and cold 
air flowing. Now Carter’s off with his 
family to visit relatives in Maine, New 
Hampshire and Georgia for the holidays. 
He starts a real estate career in January. 

Assistant Engineer Donald Paige of 
Design Services North also retired after 
34 years with NJDOT. He started on 
November 2, 1964 as an Engineering 
Aide in Parsippany. Currently, Paige 
provides blueprints, construction and 
right of way plans for customers and local 
surveyors. Asked what he’Il do on 
retirement, Paige replied, “I have no 
travel plans, but look forward to starting a 
part-time job soon.” 


Rosenblum 


Robert Baker’s a new face this 
month at Motor Vehicle Services. 
Assigned to Assistant Commissioner C. 
Richard Kamin’s office, Baker formerly 
worked at the Department of Commerce. 


Additional retirees for September 
are: Area Supervisor Highway 
Maintenance Joseph Galayda, 42 yrs.; 
Project Engineer Planning Robert Cook, 
39 yrs.; Landscape Designer 1 Robert 
Preston, 37 yrs.; Pasquale A. Tirelli Jr., 
Truck Driver, Single Axle, 34 yrs.; 
Supervisor of Right of Way District 
Appraisals & Review Harold M. Bloom, 
33 yrs.; Project Engineer Construction 
Jeffrey Daneker, 31 yrs.; Engineering 
Tech 3 Robert Leavitt, 31 yrs.; Truck 
Driver Single Axle Maurice Demund, 25 
yrs.; Customer Service Information 
Specialist 2 (MVS) Phyllis Y. Mader, 25 
yrs.; Safety Specialist 1 (MVS) John 
Martino, 17 yrs.; Examination 
Technician (MVS) Sally Frost, 14 yrs.; 
Customer Service Information Specialist 
3 (MVS) Helene M. Valli, 10 yrs.; 
Support Services Rep 3 (MVS) Shah 
Kanaiyalal, 5 yrs.; and Maintenance 
Worker | Transportation Richard Deans, 
2 yrs. 

October retirees include Region 
North Engineering Technician 2 William 
Mazzucco, 35 yrs.; Region North 
Equipment Operator Charles Doty, 30 
yrs.; MVS Supervisor 2 Robert Seaman, 
29 yrs.; Crew Supervisor Mechanics 
Joseph Firton, 25 yrs.; Principal Title 
Examiner William Scannon, 25 yrs.; 
Safety Specialist (MVS) Eugene 
Kosciuch, 21 yrs.; and Support Service 
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Representative 3 (MVS) Agnes 
Mancuso, 12 yrs. 

November retirees include Principal 
File Clerk Elizabeth Lacko-Mohn, 24 
yrs.; Truck Driver Single Axle Richard 
Pucha, 21 yrs.; Safety Specialist 2 
(MVS) Anthony Tazza, 12 yrs.; and 
Support Services Representative 3 
(MVS) Valeria Hamilton, 11 yrs. 


Milestones 

Supervising Planner Andy Swords 
of NJDOT’s Bureau of Technical 
Analysis recently aced the national test 
for the American Institute of Certified 
Planners. 

NJDOT Project Engineer Dan 
Yacovino has been appointed as the 
government member to the State Board 
of Professional Engineers and Land 
Surveyors. A licensed engineer since 
March 1990, Yacovino is a member of 
the National Society of Professional 
Engineers, Mercer County Chapter. 


Births 

The Abraham family — Principal 
Engineer Antoun Abraham of the 
Bureau of Transportation Data 
Development, his wife Afaf and son 
Nour Michael — welcomed Sammy 
Anthony on September 20. The new 
addition weighed in at 7 Ibs., 14 oz. 


Obituaries 

MVS retiree Marcella Montgomery 
of Trenton recently died in Mount Holly. 
Survivors include her husband Percy Sr., 
sons Percy Jr., Robert, Donald and Gary, 
daughter Kim James, mother Inell Jones, 
sisters, many grandchildren and great 
grandchildren. 

NJDOT Civil Engineer Walter W. 
Caddell died September 11 in Hopewell 
Township. The Army veteran is survived 
by his wife Justine, daughter Colette, 
sons Joe, Mike and Chris, a brother, 
sisters and a granddaughter. 

James F. Brown Jr. died October 
16 in Ocean City, MD. An NJDOT 
surveyor crew chief and principal 
engineer, Brown was also a professional 
land surveyor. A former NJDOT Credit 
Union board member, he served in the 
Army National Guard of New Jersey and 
was active in the Galilee Baptist Church. 
Survivors include his wife Judy, 
daughters Ivy Rochelle and Taya 
Shavonne, father James Sr., brothers 
Lafayete and Alexander (who works in 
Community Relations) and a sister. 

Thaddeus Clark died October 20 in 
Hamilton. The NJDOT retiree was a 
World War II Army Air Forces veteran. 
Survivors include his daughter Kathryn, 
son Terence, and several nieces 
and nephews. 
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Value Engineering snags award for exemplary managerien 


NJDOT’s Manager of Quality Management Services Brian 
Strizki received a certificate for an exemplary value engineering 
management program from the Council of State Governments 
(CSG). Praises for NJDOT’s ingenuity and expertise to promote 
innovative revisions with an increased life span and cost 
reductions with shorter time schedules were also heralded by the 
CSG in its publication “Managing for Success: A Profile of 
State Government for the 21st Century.” 

Since 1990, the Department’s value engineering efforts to 
make state government successful and efficient have provided 
over $400 million in design savings and $13 million in 
construction savings. One example of a project managed by a 
value engineering team that saved $9 million in construction 
costs, lessened wetlands disturbance and minimized right of way 
takings is the Route 18 project in Middlesex County. 

Value Engineering team members who provided input for 
the extension of Route 18 from the John Lynch Bridge over the 
Raritan River and 1.6 miles north to Hoes Lane in Piscataway 
include Supervising Engineer Tom Dowd of Construction, 
Principal Environmental Specialist Irene Matos of 
Environmental, Principal Engineers Eid Mortagy of 
Geotechnical, Dante Sadama of Design and Mark Smith of 
Traffic Operations, and Senior Engineer David Smith of Quality 
Management. : 

CSG works with state leaders across the nation and through With the Council of State Governments (CSG) award in view, members 
its regions to put the best ideas and solutions into practice. Their of the Value Engineering Unit and Principal Engineer Mark Hauske 


5 : ‘ ae discuss the recently published article. They are Sr. Engineer Tom 
management report chronicles in detail how state officials are Kondash, Principal Engineer Doug Fadool, Assistant Engineer Lisa 


reinventing government in their own capitols. Sindelar, Project Engineer Rick Jaffe and Sr. Engineer Robert Abitz. 


